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Preached in the Pariſb- Church of 
St. SEPULCHRE, 
May 20. M. DCC. XIV. | 
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St. MaTTHE w XIX. Verſ. 14. 


==== Of ſuch is the Kingdom of 


Heaven. 


HE inimitable Sanctity which ſhone 
with ſo much Luſtre in the Life, 


and Actions of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
had mov*d ſome Perſons, piouſly-diſpos'd, as 
we may well conclude, to bring little Chil- 
dren, that he might, according to the Cere- 
mony frequent among the Jews, lay his 
Hands upon them, pray for, and bleſs them. 
This our Lord's Diſciples, who knew not yet 
what Spirit their Maſter, and themſelves 
were of, looked upon as too bold an Intru- 
ſion, and oppoſed it; but were blam'd, and 
order'd to {uffer little Children, and not for- 
bid them to come to Chriſt; and that for a 
Reaſon the Diſciples would ſcarce have com- 
prehended, if it had not been told them in 
the Words of this Text; Of [ach is the Ring- 
dom of Heaven : that is, Little Children are 
not only capable, notwithſtanding their ten- 
der Age, to become Members of Chriſt ; but 
they, and others endow'd with ſuch Quali- 
fications as are moſt obſervable in Children, 
are the conſtituent Parts of this Kingdom : 
And then, by the Rule of Corrclation, as 


A's - that 


The Benefits and Duty of the 


that Kingdom is compoſed of them, ſo they 
do thereby belong to it. Now, to belong 
to any Kingdom, as a Subject-Member of it, 
implies, in its firſt and moſt obvious Senſe, 
both a Benefit and a Duty; on the one 
Hand, Protection; and on the other, Obe- 
dience: And the Kingdom of Heaven in- 
cludes both the Kingdom of Grace and of 
Glory. So that in theſe Words we have 
chiefly to conſider, The great Benefits exhibi- 
ted; The Duty required ; and The Qualificati- 
ons ſuppoſed : Which is the Order I intend 
to obſerve in ſpeaking to you upon theſe 
Words, and on this Occaſion, 


And firſt, of the Benefits of being Mem- 
bers of the Kingdom of Heaven, in the Ex- 
tent I have told you that Expreſſion imports, 


with reference, namely, both to this preſent | 


Life, and that which is to come. 


It 15 a Principle ſuppoſed in my Text, and | 
ſelf-evident to all that own a God, and his | 
Providence, and another World, that che 
Ring dom 1s the Lord's, and that He is Gover- | 


nour among the People; as alſo that He, even 
the Lord of Hits, is the King of Glory; a Ring, 


as St. Paul ſpeaks, Eternal, Immortal, Inviſible, 


the only Wiſe God, 
This Truth appeared even in the mid{t 
of Hcaiiza Darkneſs, and to it they gene- 


rally giye Witneſs: The Apoſtle therefore 


argued with the Arbcnians upon an avowed 
1 Bo Topics; 
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Topick, that all Men are the Offspring of 
God; that in Him they live, move, and have 
their Being ; and accordingly, as his Creatures, 
are ſubject to his Dominion, and Members 
of his Kingdom here upon Earth; ſo it was 


from the Creation, and ſo it will be to the 


World's End. 

Nevertheleſs, as after God had called Abra- 
ham, and entered into Covenant with him, 
and his Poſterity, that He would be their 


| God, and they ſhould be his People, in a 


more peculiar Manner than He was the 
God of the other Nations of the World, or 
thoſe Nations were his People; ſo the King- 
dom of Heaven upon Earth, muſt import a 
diſtinguiſhing Favour ; and that thoſe who 
are the Subjects of it, are Partakers of ſome 
peculiar Advantages and Benefits, that are 
not enjoy*d in common by the reſt of Man- 
kind. 

Now theſe Advantages mult ariſe from 
ſomerhing peculiar, either to the Inſtitution, 
or the Conduct, 1. e. either to the Laws, or 
the Adminiſtration of ſuch a Kingdom : For 
no Government. is better than another, as 
to the Benefit ariſing to the Parties govern- 
ed; but as its Laws are more wiſe and 
uſeful, and the Execution of them more 


faithful and regular than thoſe of other Na- 
tions. 
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Accordingly, to be convinced of the great 


Benefits of being in, or of, the Kingdom of 


Heaven, you need only obſerve, that as it 
appears from the Hiſtory of the Old Teſta- 
ment, that the moſt High, both as their 
Lawgiver and Governour, ruled the Nation 
of the Jews in a more gracious and benefi- 
cent Manner, than what the reſt of the 
World then enjoy'd ; ſo much more graci- 
ouſly, and with a more tender Care and 
Concern, does our Lord Jeſus Chriſt exer- 
ciſe that Univerfality of Power, both in Hea- 
ven and Earth, which the Father has given 
him over the Subjects of his Kingdom ; that 


is, over thoſe that, by the federal Right of 
Baptiſm, are initiated into the Covenant of 


Grace, and abide in that Grace; for of ſuch 
is the Kingdom of Heaven upon Earth; 
and, as ſuch, they have the great Advan- 
tage of being directed by Laws, that fo 
plainly chalk out their Rule of Duty, thar 
he that runs may read, and learn what it is 
that our Lord and Governour requires of us, 
in order to do Him Service, and promote 
our own Happineſs. Laws not more plain 


and intelligible to every well-diſpoſed and | 


teachable Mind, than exactly ſuited both 
to the Notions of our own Reaſon, and to 


the Relief of thoſe Frailties and Infirmities, 
with which humane Nature, in its lapſed | 


State, is beſet and encompaſſed. They teach 
us how to preſerye our Innocency, bo 
ow 
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how to recover it; how to live in all God- 
lineſs and Honeſty ; and when therein we 
have faiPd, how to do Works meet for Re- 
pentance, and for the Recovery of his Grace 
and Favour. 3 | 

In like gracious Manner does our heaven- 
ly King watch over us for Good, in all the 
Courſe of our Life here upon Earth. From 
a State of ſpiritual Slavery, and of Subjecti- 
on to our greateſt and moſt pernicious Ene- 
mies, He has purchafed us to Himſelf, and 
for our Redemption paid a greater Price 
than all created Nature could ever have fur- 
niſh'd. Himſelf, from his Throne of Glory, 
deſcended upon Earth, took our Nature up- 
on him, ſubmitted to all, but Sin only, that 
in a mortal State can be called miſerable ; 
liv'd in a mean and deſpiſed Condition, and 
dy'd in the greateſt Degrees of Pain and 
Ignominy; and having thus, by a Merit un- 
ſpeakable, becauſe infinite, made us His, b 
Methods of unparallel'd Mercy, He does all 
on his Part to keep us ſo. Not the Ten- 
derneſs of a Morher towards her ſucking 
Infant, not the Care of the Apple of an Eye, 
not the Watchtulneſs of a Shepherd over his 
Flock, or the Paithfulneſs of a good Steward, 
nothing that can enter into the Heart of 
Man to conceive, can, in any Degree of Pro- 
portion, repreſent, much leſs equal, his Love 
and Care of us. 
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8 The Benefits and Duty of the 
By his holy Doctrine and Example, He 
directs our Paths; by his Spirit, He ena- 
bles us both to wilb and to do; by his Pro- 
vidence, He makes all things work toge- 
ther for our Good; by the Aſſurance of Re- 
wards, He invites us; by the Terrors of 
moſt ſevere Penalties, He reſtrains our Aber- 
rations; and when at any Time He calls 
us to ſuffer for his Sake, it is with expreſs 
Purpoſe, that ſuch Sufferings ſhall be ſhort 
in their Duration, and their Reward end- 
leſs ; that or light Afflictions, which are but for 
a Moment, ſhall work for us a far more exceed- 
ing and eternal Weight of Glory, in that Ring- 
dom of Glory, which is it ſelf eternal in the 
0 

In this World we can have but tranſient 
Rewards, as well as Sufferings; for neither 
we, nor it, are of any permanent Duration: 
The Faſhion of it, the Scheme of things, 
whether grateful or uneaſy to us, ſoon paſſes 
away, and ſoon allo we are gone, and all 


our earthly Thoughts periſh, and our tem- 


poral Rewards or Sufferings come to an 
End; but in the World to come, Mortali- 
ty will put on Incorruption, and neither the 


Joys of the Bleſſed ever be abated, nor the 


Worm of the Tormented ever die, or the 
Fire be quenched. I will not ſuppoſe any 
that I now ipeak to, is fallen under Deluſi- 
ons ſo contradictory to the moſt connate No- 
tions of our Minds, to the general — 
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of Mankind, and to the loud Voice of Rea- 
ſon, as well as Revelation, as to doubt of 
this Principle, that there will, in a future 
State, be a Day of Retribution, in which 
they that have done good, ſhall receive their good 
things ; and they that have done evil, ſhall be 
tormented. 
The Conſequence of this is, that as in 
this Life, the faithful Subjects and Servants 
of Chriſt our Lord, are his peculiar Care ; 
ſo in his Kingdom of Glory, he will be their 
exceeding great Reward ; and theſe two to- 
gether, make up the Benefits that accrue un- 
to thoſe that are of the Kingdom of Hea- 
ven: Benefits, which I can the leſs pretend 
fully to diſplay to you, becauſe if even the 
Tongue of an Angel ſhould be employ'd to 
ſpeak of them, they would be more than 
he could be able to expreſs ; or you, till you 
have put off Mortality, be able to compre- 
hend. Let it then ſuffice, that even the 
faint and imperfect Idea that has been laid 
before you, of the Advantages ariſing from 
being of the Kingdom of Heaven, obliges 
all thoſe that pretend to reap thoſe Advan- 
tages, to make thoſe Returns upon which 
oaly they can have a Title to them ; that 
is, that the Protection, and all the bleſſed 
Conſequents of it, which Chriſt our Lord 
exhibits on his Part to thoſe that are of 
his Kingdom, be anſwered by ſuch an Obe- 
dience 
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dience as he requires, and will accept; which 
is the Second Matter I am to ſpeak to. 


And upon this Subject 1 ſhall need to 
ſpeak the leſs, becauſe it is fo evident in it 
ſelf, that, as we are the Creatures of God, 
as we are the Redeemed of the Lord, as we 
are Parties to a ſolemn Contract and Cove. 
nant between God and Man, as we are un- 
der the Government and Protection of Hea- 
ven, we are ty*d by the Bonds of Duty, of 
Gratitude, of Juſtice, and of Intereſt, to per- 
form the Conditions that reſult from theſe 
ſeveral Relations. Now what theſe Condi- 
tions are, you cannot be ignorant; for, I 
hope, even theſe almoſt Babes and Suck- 
lings, that are now before you, can tell how 
far our Obligation extends in this Caſe ; that, 
namely, in order to prepare the Way of the 
Lord, and render us capable to receive the 
Participation of his Grace, we have promi- 
ſed to renounce all Adherence to his and 
our Enemies, the World, the Fleſh, and the 
Devil; that, to get a Foundation of our In- 
tereſt in Chriſt, we are engaged to believe 
all the Articles of the Chriſt;:an Faith, be- 
cauſe without ſuch Faith, it is im poſſible to 
pleaſe God; there not being in Nature any 
other Syſtem of Truths, that can have a 
ſufficient Influence upon our Underſtanding 
and Wills, ſo as to produce in us ſuch 2 


Submiſſion and Conformity to the Wil > 
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Members of Chriſt's Kingdom. 11 
God, as ſhall render us acceptable to Him, 
and ſecure our Right in his Promiſes. And 
as Faith cometh by Hearing, and Hearing by the 

Word of God; fo every thing that is requi- 
ſite to inform our Minds, and bring us to a 
perfect Knowledge of the Religion, which 
Chriſt our Lord came to reveal, and intro- 
duce into the World, is compris'd under this 
Branch of our Obligation. And how man 
are there that would be willing to ſtop here? 
How many that, by a fatal Error, are led 
to rely upon the Pretence of a lifeleſs and 
unactive Faith, and to fancy that this alone, 
without Obedience, can avail to their Sal- 
vation? But we have not ſo learned Chriſt ; 
for ſo far even infernal Spirits have learn'd 
Him, to the Amazement of their Minds, 
and Encreaſe of their Deſpair and Condem- 
e nation. The Doctrines therefore of Salva- 
c tion go farther, and teach us to add to our 
- Faith, Virtue; and to our Knowledge, its 

perfect Work, that is, Obedience, which is 

he a natural and neceſſary Conſequence of our 
| being Members of the Kingdom of Chriſt ; 
and through the whole Contexture of the 
holy Scriptures, ſo poſitively inſiſted on, that 
no Truth can ſtand in a clearer Light. Tis 
expreſly declared to be the End for which 
Chrift rook our Nature upon Him, and we 
may juſtly eſteem it to be the End for which 
God . the World, and ſtocked it with 
rea ſonable Creatures, capable of underſtand- 


ing 
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ing his Will, and their Obligations to obey 
it. All the Bleſſings of this Life, all the 
Promiſes of a better, ſo intimately depend 


upon this Principle, that no other Reaſon 


can be aſſign'd, why Mankind ſhould be 
diſtinguiſhed from the reſt of the Creation, 
by the Promiſe of Rewards, or the Threat- 
nings of Puniſhments ; it being contrary to 
the Nature of both, to be apply*d, without 
ſome Ground of Diſtinction ariſing from the 
different Qualification of the Objects. This 
Difference is ſufficiently expreſſed in the firſt 
Alternative we meet with in the Word of 
God, before the Fall of Man; and yet more 
fully in the Second, after his Fall. The firſt, 
is Geneſis ii. 16, 17. Of every Tree of the Gar- 
den thou mayeſt freely eat; but of the Tree of 
the Rnomleage of Good and Evil, thou ſhalt not 
eat of it ; for in the Day that thou eateſt there- 
of, thou ſhalt ſurely die. The other, is in Ge- 
reſis iv. 7. If thou doſt well, ſhalt thou not be 
accepted? And if thou doſt not well, Sin lieth at 
the Door. Shall I need to lead you from 
theſe Deciſions, in and after the State of In- 
nocence, through the Moſaical Diſpenſation, 
and then through the Goſpel Oeconomy ! 
It cannot ſurely be needful. For 1n both, 


this Truth is ſo univerſally ſpread, that you 


can ſcarce read one Chapter, without find- 
ing either Bleſſings actually exhibited, or 


plainly promiſed to the Obedient ; or Pu- 


niſhments inflicted or threatned to Diſobe- 
| dience. 
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dience. This is ſo eſſential to the very Be- 
ing of any Government, to the Juſtice of 
God, to our moſt natural Impreſſions of the 
Difference between Virtue and Vice, Good 
and Evil, that I cannot think it neceſſary 
farther to employ your Patience, in preſ- 
ſing this general Aſſertion, That as we are 
of, and belong to, the Kingdom of Hees ven, 
and the Bleſſings and Protection of. it be- 
long to us; ſo it is indiſpenſably incumbent 
on us, to make the Returns of a ſincere, 
univerſal, and conſtant Obedience, which 
are the only Qualifications of this our Duty, 
I ſhall at preſent mention, and that in a leu 
Words. | 

To be unſincere in our Obedience to our 
earthly Superiours, can never he without 
Guilt; to. God, never without the greateſt 
Folly : The former, our Hypocriſy may poſ- 
fibly impoſe upon; the latter, we can ne- 
ver deceive; becauſe, though our Hearts be 


_ 
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0 inſcrutable to Men; yet they, and all things, 
5 are open to Him, with whom we have to 
"y do; nay, better known to Him than to our 
0 ſelves. All the Springs of our Actions, 
) which our ſelves are too frequently prone 
A to aſcribe to thoſe Motives that ought to 
be uppermoſt, are, by Him, infallibly attri- 
: 4. buted to their proper and true Cauſes ; and 
too oft the Deceitfulneſs of our Heart per- 
pu- ſwades us, that we are only aiming at the 


Glory of God, when to Him it is evident, 
; 9 that 
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that we are ſerving ſome earthly End, and 
Inſtead of performing, are quite going aſtray 
from our Duty. Nothing monk cs can be 
greater than the Danger of our Inſincerity 
in the Service of God; and conſequently 
our Care to avoid it, can never be too 
great, nor ever ſufficient, unleſs we fix up- 
on this Principle, that our Happineſs de. 
pends upon God's Approbation ; and his Ap- 
probation, upon our Singleneſs of Heart, and 
fincere Intentions, to do all to the Praiſe 
and Glory of God, preferably to any other 
Conſideration. . 

To do all, J fay, and that infers the Uni- 
verſality of our Obedience, preſcrib'd by 
the Rule both of the Law and Goſpel : In 
the one we are told, it ſhall be our Righte- 
ouſneſs, if we obſerve to do all theſe Command- 
ments before the Lord our God, as he has com- 
manded us; in the other, it is our Saviour's 
Injunction to his Diſciples, Teach them to ob- 
ſerve all 1 whatſoever I have commanded 
you. David therefore found it his Duty, and 
made it his Study, to take the Laws of God 
in their full Extent, and have reſpect to 
them all without Exception; and that be- 
cauſe they are all enacted by the fame Au- 
thority, and therefore are of equal Obliga- 

tion; though indeed not at all Times fo, as 
to our actual Obedience, by reaſon of the 
Difference between affirmative and negative 
Precepts. The Obfervance of the latter, is 
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at all Times ſtrictly our Duty, and we can 
never be at Liberty to act contrary to an 
of them. There is no Period of our Life 
wherein we may, without Guilt, be Idola- 
ters, worſhip Images, take the Name of God 
in vain, commit Murder, Adultery, Theſt, 
bear falſe Witneſs, or covet our Neighbour's 
Goods. But the poſitive Precepts, though 
they be always our Duty, cannot always be 
actually our Practice. Our Hands, for Ex- 
ample, muſt, in the proper Seaſons, be lift- 
ed up in Prayer to God, at other Times 
extended to relieve the Poor, and frequent- 
| ly employ'd in the Duties of our Calling. 
In theſe Reſpects therefore, it is the Diſpo- 
' MW fition of our Hearts that God accepts; and 
F we may have good Hope of ſuch Acceptance, 


: when we find in our ſelves a willing Mind, 
: a Joy and Satisſaction at the Returns of thoſe 
Duties, and of Occaſions of putting them in 
j- 1 * Putting 

F Practice. 

q Eſpecially if, in the next Place, this be a 
q perſevering and uninterrupted Diſpoſition, 
0 the conſtant Tenor of our Lives. Tis by 
being thus faithful unto Death, that we are 
5 entitled to the Crown of Life, which the 
1 Lord has promiſed to thoſe that love Him. 
5 Conſequently an unnatural Intermixture of 
he White and black Days; of ſome Seaſons for 


Religion, others for Sin and Vanity, would 
render us not leſs, nay, the Apoſtle deter- 
Mines, rather more criminal in the Sight of 
* God; 
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God; and ſuch unſteady Obedience lays us 
under the 'Penalty of more Stripes ; becauſe 
the Obſervance of our Duty at ſome Times, 
is a Proof, that we know the Will of our 
heavenly Father; and our Neglect of it at 
others, that we are wilfully diſobedient, and 
altogether unqualified to be of the Kingdom 
of Heaven, ſo as to have a Title to thoſe 
great Bleſſings, both temporal and eternal, 
which that Relation is intended to convey. 
and inſtate us in. | 


Thar it.zay noe be objeBied, Who ini 


ficient for theſe things? ſince in many, we of. 


fend all; it is proper to obſerve, that the 
Blood of Chriſt, which, at our Initiation in- 
to this Kingdom of Heaven, cleanſeth us 


from all original Guilt, is alſo a ſafficient 


Propitiation for our actual Tranſgreſſions 
after Baptiſm, and only ſuppoſes our unfeign- 
ed and ſpeedy Repentance. We cannot then 
always retain our Innocency, but may re- 
cover it by the Methods eſtabliſhed in this 
heavenly Conſtitution ; having alſo the Pro- 
miſe of ſuch Aſſiſtances of the Spirit of God, 
as are amply ſufficient to help our Infirmi- 
ties, and enable us both to break off our Sins 
by Righteouſneſs, and to perfect Holineſs in 
the Fear of God. 


I come now, in the laſt Place, to conſider 
the Qualification ſuppoſed in the Text, and 
{hall therein confine my ſelf to what ge 

| | 6 
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| be! ſuitable to. che Occa 
Meeting. 4 TEA 1 0 | | 
And indeed; when 1 lock · tipoh this nume- 
tous Appearance ef little Children here be- 
fore us, and upon you, by whefe charitable 
Care they ate educated, What can I fay more 
moving, more capable to fill the Souls of 
both With an holy Joy, than that of ſuth, is 
the: Kingdom of Haben? What can more ef! 
ſectually poſſeſs the Minds of the former with 
Thankfulneſs and Gratitude to God, than 
that He has, ind Manner unknown to for 
mer Times, though moſt agreeable to the 
Methods of his Goodnefs, ras'd up to then 
Inſtruments of his Mercy, and by his Grace 
infpired you, their BenefaQors, 'with 'a ten- 
der Concern for them, both in reſpect tc 
the Neceſſities of this Life, and the Bleffings 
of the next? Without this Relief; in the gr 
dinary Courſe of things, tlieir Lot would 
probably have been Miſery and Diſgrace, 
and more certainly, ſuch. a Degree of Igno- 
tance as would have highly Endapget'd, if 
not render'd impracticablè to them,” both 
Means of Grace, and the Hope of 'Gfgry. 
The great Charity beſtow'd Gf them, Ex- 
tenſive as it is, leaves yet too much room 
for their Obſervation of others, whoſe Wantg 
unreliev'd, and "Minds uncultivared, render 
their Condition moſt deplorable. Accord- 
ingly theſe Hefore us - doubtlefs already are, 
and, by the Bleſſing of God upon the Inſfru- 
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ion you provide for them, will daily be- 
come more and more thankful to God, and 
to you: To Him, the Fountain and Original 
of every good and perſect Gift; and to you, 


the Streams by which the Mercies they re- 


ceive are convey'd. They will bleſs both 

the prime Author, and the Hands, by the 
Increaſe of whoſe Labour they are thus pro- 
vided for: Thus, F hope, you Children, are 


taught already, and that the more you grow | 


in Grace, and in the Knowledge of our Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt, and of your Duty and Obliga- 
tions to your Benefactors, you may yet, with 
more Effect, become their Orators at the 
Throne of Mercy, and from thence draw 


don upon them, and theirs, Bleſſings, oa 


ſome Thirty, ſome Forty, ſome an Hundred 

Fold. I cannot but hope you are now capa- 
ble to comprehend, how much this will be 
the Duty of your whole Lives, and that you 
accordingly have taken theſe grateful Reſo- 
lutions. ä | 
In the mean Time, my Brethren, known 
unto God is this your Work of Love; and 
it cannot but be acceptable in his Sight, 
that your peculiar Care is employ*'d upon 


ſuch as are, in a Manner, the peculiar Care 


and -Darlings of Heaven. The Poor and 
Needy, the Fatherleſs and Forlern, are thoſe 


that, when their Father and Mother forſake them, 


the Lord taketh up, and recommends in his 
Word to our Charity, in the: greateſt Hor 
205 neſtn 
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neſtneſs of Expreſſion. Be then aſſured, that 
if even when che Poor cry in the Affliction 
and Anguiſh of their Souls, the Lord hear- 
eth them; how much more will He do ſo, 
when they offer up their Prayers in the Joy 
of their Heart? and you may thence con- 
clude, that even this Way you already and 
daily receive Returns of your Charity. You 
may alſo juſtly eſteem it a viſible Bleſſing 
upon this Inſtitution, not only that under the 
deplorable Decays of a Spirit of Chriſtianity, 
there yet remain among us ſo many Inſtan- 
ces of a pious Liberality ; but that the Over- 
ſeers of the Work of theſe Temples of the 
Holy Ghoſt, thoſe to whom rhe Diſpenſation 
of theſe Charities is entruſted, give fucl; uni- 
verſal Proofs of an unſpotted Faithfulnels, as 
could not be hoped, without an eſpecial In- 
fluence of Heaven, in theſe our Days eſpe- 
cially, when Intereſt prevails ſo much over 
Conſcience and Duty, that the beſt Deſigns 
are ſubje& to the Danger of being fruſtra- 
ted by a bad and unfaithful Adminiſtration, 
When we conſider the Oppoſition to this 
good Work, that may naturally be made by 
ungodly Men, and mult neceſfarily be expe- 
ted from the grand Adverſary of our Souls, 
and of all Goodneſs, we cannot but have 
Reaſon to be jealous of it with a godly Jea- 
louſy, and very apprehenſive of the Endea- 
vours of the Enemy, to ſow Tares among this 
good Seed: The Tares perhaps of Novelty, 
| B 2 whick 
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4 Heights as would Fo rpaſs. the Capacity of In- 
ii fant-Years, and rather ſerve to entangle, than 


| inform. Lou therefore that are employ'd in 
| thoſe uſeful Stations, will, L hope, make it 
4 pour Buſineſs to cultivate the Minds of your 
4 Scholars in ſuch Manner, as may inſtil into 
4 them the true Principles of .Piety, rather 
| than endeavour to quality them, by other 
| Attainments, for ſuch a State of Life, as pro- 
1 bably very few of: them will ever be called 
[| to. It appears,” I am perſwaded, to thoſe 
{| that take Cognizance of their Proficiency, 
that every other Part of. your Care anſwers 
to that we are all this Day Witneſſes of; 
that is, their good Performance in Singing 
the Praiſes of the Lord. Doubtleſs the En 
intended thereby is, to fit theſe Children to 
join, without Reluctance or Difficulty, in 
this uſeful Part of our Publick Devotions. It 
is accordingly highly laudable, that they are, 
as we haye heard, ſo ſufficiently taught to 
acquit themfelyes well in this: reſpect. But 
give me leaye to obſerye/to,you, that ſuch 
an Excellence this Way, as ſhall carry them 
very much ahoye the Capacity: of thoſe they 
doit | Ake 
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ate to join with in theſe Offices, may not be 
altogether without Inconventence. Tt< is al- 
ready Matter of Complaint, that, in ſeveral 
Congregations;: five or ſix Perſons that fing 
well, make all the reſt keep Silence, diſcou- 
raging them from bearing a Part where they 
abe ſo much out-done; and that naturally 
tends to ſtir up thoſe that do better, to ſome 
Degree of Pride. 1 % %/2 1 49] „ 85 N 
Lwould add, that as you all ſee and ob- 
ſerve, how very decently theſe; Child ten be- 
fore you, appear in the Habits provided for 
them, even herein alſo it is neceſſary to keep 
within due Bounds. They that have had 
Occaſion to frequent this Meeting, may bet- 
ter know; whether the firſt Beginnings have 
always been obſeryed ; or whether, by De- 


— 
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grees, any Additions have been made. If 


it be the latter, let me, without the Blame 
of affected Moroſeneſs, advertize, that this 
alſo may have a dangerous Effect. It is 
doubtleſs your Intention, that theſe Objects 
of your Charity be ſo educated, as that they 
may hereafter: become uſeful in inferior Sta- 
tions; and "therefore whatever exceeds now, 
what may reaſonably be expected to be their 
Lot aſterwards, may be too much, and 
ought to be avoided, leaſt, inſfead of the 
Principles of Piety, they ſhould, by your too 
great Indulgence, imbibe thoſe of Pride, 
la theſe Caſes therefore, our beſt Secu- 
rity, under the Bleſſing of God, is a ſtrict 
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Adherence to thoſe plain, pious; and cafy 


Rules, upon which this Work was firſt be⸗ 


gun, and has hitherto been carried on with 
ſo much. Succeſs. Upon that Foot, I hope 
we ſhall proceed ; and that any Deviations 
from it, will always be carefully avoided. 

My Brethren, you have begun in the Spi- 


rit; you have hitherto run well, as the Apo- 


ſtle ſpeaks; let therefore nothing hinder you 
from carrying on this Work of the Lord, 
always remembring, that it is the Work of 


the Lord: His in the Foundation; for it is 


He that giveth you Power to get Wealth: 
His in the Exerciſe; for from Him you have 


the Will to do Good, and to diſtribute : His 


in the Management; for 'tis He that raiſes 
you up Stewards, like his Servant Moſes, 

faithful in all his Houfe: His then be the 
Glory, and may it ever be entirely and com- 

pleatly His, unſullied and unmixed with any 

Degree of Pride or Vanity, with any falſe 

Conceits of compenſating, by theſe Chari- 

ties, for unrepented Sins. Nay, My Bre- 

thren, let this. your Zeal for the Honour of 

God, for the Good, both temporal and eter- 

nal, of theſe Objects of your Care; for the 

Recovery of a true Spirit of Religion, and 

the Reformation of the World, let it have 

its: perfect Work im all your Converſation: 

As: ine this. Caſe you piouſly dedicate a Part 

of your Subſtance to God, ſo in all, dedi- 

cate; unto Him your whole Souls; let * 
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be your Fear, and let Him be your Dread, 
td] then He will alſo be your great Salwva- 
tion. 5 NN 
I éſpall conclude with obſerving to you, 
in a very few Words, the Qualification ſup- 
poſed in this Text; and to do this, I ſhall 
only need to recur to the living Examples 
here preſent ; Of ſuch is the Kingdom of 
Heaven. The Tnnocency, Meekrieſs, Humi- 
lity, and Teachableneſs, which is obſervable 
in little Children; their Freedom from groſ- 
ſer Faults, from the Predominancy of ſuch 


ſinſul Paſſions as are too often incident to 


more advanced Years; theſe are the Quali- 
ties that fit and prepare for the Kingdom of 
Heaven. 5 

Accordingly, this Day is this Scripture 
fulfilled in your Ears; from the Example of 
theſe Babes and Sucklings we are taught, 
What manner of Men we ought to be ; and as 
they receive Benefit from our Care, ſo may 
we be enabled, by the Grace of God, to 
profit by the Example they ſet us: And both 
we, and they, be and remain lively Mem- 
bers of the Kingdom of Chriſt our Lord, in 
this World; and Inheritors of his Glory, in 
the Kingdom of Heaven. | 
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Books Piintet and Sei by J. Don,, 
in Bartholomew-Cloſe, near Wejt-Smithfield,”- | 
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